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50 Tips for Article Writing

From Guide to Publishing In

Psychology Journals
(Sternberg, 2000)



50 Tips for Article Writing

» Ask yourself whether ideas are
Interesting to you, and why they
would be interesting to other people

* Realize that new Ideas are often
difficult to get accepted



50 Tips for Article Writing

» Write the article that emerges from
your research rather than the article
you planned to write

» Explore the data to find out what they
have to say and not just what you
expected them to say

» A good article tells a story



50 Tips for Article Writing

* Write the story the data tell rather
than the story of your discovery of the
data’s story

» Write for the student in Psychology
101

* Make clear what Is new In your article
» Write with your referees in mind



50 Tips for Article Writing

* Write in the manner of an hourglass,
starting broadly, becoming more
specific, and then ending broadly

» Make clear how your study tests your
hypotheses

* Polish and proofread



50 Tips for Article Writing

* Do not use synonyms, especially for
technical terms, just for the sake of
avoiding redundancy

* Make length proportional to
contribution

» Use a title that clearly expresses what
the articles is about and that also, If
possible, captures attention



50 Tips for Article Writing

 Write an abstract that contains the
iInformation a reader most want to
know

» Accept feedback nondefensively but
critically



50 Tips for Article Writing

* A good literature review (whether as a
general article or as part of an article)
defines and clarifies a problem;
summarize previous research in order
to Inform the reader of present
research; identifies relations,
contradictions, gaps, and
Inconsistencies; and suggests next
steps



50 Tips for Article Writing

» A good author writes with his or her
readers in mind

* A good article has a take-home
message.

* Write for a class of journals

* Choose carefully the journal to which
you summit your article



50 Tips for Article Writing

* Do not take reviews personally

* When you resubmit an article, be
clear as to how you handled each of
the points make In the reviews

* Relate what you are writing about to
people’s everyday experiences

» Use Iinteresting rhetorical quesitions



50 Tips for Article Writing

» Say clearly why what you are
studying matter to your readers

* Review relevant literature in a way
that relates it to the argument you
want to make

» Use direct quotes only when
necessary



50 Tips for Article Writing

» State your research question(s)
clearly

* Treat differences of opinion with
respect

» Keep In perspective the importance of
your own work

* Be generous In your citations of
others



50 Tips for Article Writing

* Be current in your citations of others
» Avoid secondary sources
 Actively solicit feedback

* The main elements of design are type
of design, how participants were
assigned to groups, independent
variables, and dependent variables



50 Tips for Article Writing

* Make clear why the design you chose
IS appropriate to the problem you
have studied

 Make clear what the strengths and
limitations of your design are

* Provide top-down structure



50 Tips for Article Writing

* Let the story of your data guide your
writing of Results, rather than an
arbitrary order based on statistical
tests

 Justify your choices of statistical tests

* Be thorough in your reporting results
without being overwhelming



50 Tips for Article Writing

* |f you cleaned up your data, be clear
as to how you did

» Be sure your conclusions follow from
your data



50 Tips for Article Writing

* The Discussion should make clear
what you have contributed, how your
study helped resolve the original
problem, and what conclusions and
theoretical implications can be drawn
from your study



50 Tips for Article Writing

* The Discussion should be viewed as
argumentation, not just as
explanation

* Decide what is worth emphasizing In
your Discussion and what Is not

« Use the Discussion to make clear the
limitations of your work



50 Tips for Article Writing

e Never end an article with an
expression like “Further research is
needed’.



